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A MESSAGE FROM FR. BRENDAN J. WALSH
The Quiet of Summer
With a summer of shutdowns it has quickly become a quiet summer. We walk around each other, wear masks, stay
apart, and still stay home. It continues to be a good opportunity to pause and pray, to walk and exercise, to reflect and
meditate.
As we consider in our minds, hearts, and spirits what is essential in life hopefully our relationship with God our
Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and our Spirit Sanctifier is high on our list. This time of fear, anxiety, and safety has
caused us all to pause and remember our need to trust and to pray. We need to continue to applaud those on the front
lines, to affirm those who daily are making sacrifices for the safety of all. We also need to pray for those who are
struggling financially because of lost income.
As we watch civil unrest and anger consume our nation over race relations, again we need to pray for all affected. Again
this is an opportunity to look at the words of Jesus in the Gospel and to challenge ourselves to live them in our
thinking, speaking, and acting.
Fiscal Year End
I cannot say THANK YOU enough to all who contributed to keeping us financially in the black. Your gifts and sacrifices
have allowed us to stay current with all our bills and financial obligations. It will allow us to “hold the line” in our
weekly goal of $19,300.00. We have reduced the budget in some small areas. We were able to give 1% raises to all our
employees. We do recognize a $29,000.00 loss of income with no Silent Auction and reduced income from other
sources. This lost income will be made up with monies saved during the parish shutdown of daily operations. This is a
blessing indeed. In October, I will give a more complete state of the parish report.
New Permanent Deacon to Be
On August 22, parishioner, John Goff, participated in the Rite of Candidacy with Bishop Earl Boyea of our Diocese of
Lansing. John has been in a period of discernment to serve as a deacon for our diocese and parish. This is John’s formal acceptance into the program to be a permanent deacon. As he continues his steps towards ordination he will also
be installed as a lector and as an acolyte. Please keep John in your prayers as he prepares for this position of service in
our Catholic church.
Shalom, Fr. Brendan

PASTORAL COUNCIL UPDATE

In past years, new members of the pastoral council were randomly selected from nominations after
calling on the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Eve. Because of the stay-at-home order amid the COVID-19
pandemic, we were unable to follow the usual process for nominating and selecting new members.
This year, new members were invited by Fr. Brendan. I am happy to welcome George Hansen, Carol
Littleton, Scott McClellan, and Ted Zettel to the pastoral council.
We are grateful and thankful for the service of council members Anne Gwozdek (vice-chair), Bill Brines, Jo DoleckiLane, Lynn Rae Sample, and Sue Banas as they end their terms on council. Have an enjoyable rest of the summer and
God bless!
Bob Gansen

WITNESS TO HOPE CAMPAIGN STATUS

We are in the final stretch of the Diocese of Lansing Witness to Hope capital campaign. Back in 2017 our parishioners pledged $2,710,617, in this first ever Diocese of Lansing capital campaign. To date our parishioners have contributed $2,220,427 of which $655.000 was given to the Diocese of Lansing Witness to Hope
campaign. We have a pledge balance of $490,191, which will be placed in our Phase II savings account.

What’s up Next -- Fall 2021
We plan to begin a parish campaign in the Fall of 2021. The goal of these fundraising events is to continue to
raise funds to build classrooms, a kitchen, and social hall that are attached to the country church. This will
allow us to have a unified campus to support our Catholic community.
Gail Assenmacher
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CHILDREN & YOUTH FAITH FORMATION FALL 2020 PLAN
Like many things in this year of 2020, Faith Formation here at St. Joseph Parish has been undergoing review and
revision; evaluating our goals and the strategies needed to reach those goals.
With that in mind, our Faith Formation Commission and our Diocese of Lansing have been hard at work this summer
looking at ways we can safely come together for faith formation, knowing our goal always is to proclaim the Gospel,
bringing people closer to Jesus through Scripture and the Sacraments.
We, here at St. Joseph Parish, are committed to offering spirit-filled catechesis and in that vein are excited to offer you a
faith formation setting that helps us to stay safe and continue to grow in the knowledge of Jesus and the Church.
This coming year will look a bit different with some similarities. We will continue to offer faith formation for all grade
levels at each session (with the exception of Confirmation), as we know our families appreciate this option. Because
meeting all together in Disciple House does not allow us to utilize social distancing guidelines, we will be using Disciple
House for grades 6-8 on one side of the house and downstairs. We will not have gathering times in these grade levels
and will have small class sizes in various rooms. We will continue to use the Catholic Connections curriculum
from St. Mary Press.
Sacramental preparation for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist (typically 2nd grade) will be on the other side of
Disciple House, utilizing two large rooms that allow the class to split into small groups of six. It is so important that
sacramental preparation be done, not only with family support at home, but also with peer support gained in faith
formation settings and gathering together in this way will allow the children to safely have peer support on this
important part of their faith journey.
Sacramental preparation for Confirmation (grades 9-12) will be held in Disciple House on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings, utilizing small groups in various rooms at times other than our Faith Formation times to allow for
more space. These are not weekly sessions, so please refer to the schedule you receive at your parent meetings. We will
continue to use the Decision Point Confirmation Program. This program has an app and online options for families to
work on from home in the event of quarantine.
Grades preschool-1 and grades 3-5 will come to the Country Church accompanied by at least one parent/caregiver (one
is all that is needed per family). We will begin our time together seated in the worship space of the church, which is
already set up for social distancing. We will come together weekly for a gathering time and will then split into smaller
travel groups that will rotate through a series of three stations (Prayer Lab, Mass Lab and Music Lab) before coming
together for a closing time. This will allow families and catechists to stay safe and will allow families time to grow
together in the faith. We will be using A Family of Faith curriculum by Sophia Institute Press.
Youth Group (Faith formation for grades 9-12) will continue to meet on Sunday evenings from 6-8pm in the Parish
Center beginning with small groups led by youth and adult leaders with some large group outdoor activities, weather
permitting.
All who come to Faith Formation sessions will be expected to wear masks to protect others, wash/sanitize hands as
needed and maintain social distancing. With parents/caregivers present for grades preschool –1st and 3rd-5th, this
presents an added layer of safety for all.
Because we will be unable to use the church during Mass times, we will have to find a different time to gather together
on Sundays, but we feel the above scenarios present the most opportune ways to gather together all grade levels at one
time for the continued convenience of our families and keep our families and catechists safe. A survey has been sent out
to families to get feedback as to their preferences. In the event your family is not feeling safe about in-person catechesis,
we will provide work-from-home options with virtual support. Please call the parish office at 734-426-2674 or send us
an email to schedule a time to meet with us to go over the materials.
Registration for all of the above will open on Thursday, August 20th, and sessions are set to begin the week of September
13. Thank you for your patience as we have been working to set out our fall offerings! We are excited for this
opportunity to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit in the strengthening of you, the Domestic Church!
Please let us know if you have alternate plans for this fall, i.e. homeschooling or Catholic Schools, and will not be
participating in Faith Formation here at St. Joseph Parish. Keep us in your prayers as we continue our efforts to serve
our families in the safest ways, so we may continue to share the Good News that is Jesus!
Blessings,
Michelle Hochrein, DRE
Don Dalgleish, CYM
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TWO ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
Bible Study Begins!!
We are excited to be able to provide you with Part II of the Isaiah Bible Study on Wednesdays
from 7:00 to 8:00 pm and Thursdays from 9:00 to 10:00 am beginning on September 2 & 3.
IF YOU ARE NEW TO THE STUDY THERE WILL BE A $45.00 FEE. If you are already
signed up and have your materials from Part I there will be no fee.
We are offering two different options for taking part in the study.
The first option will be in person in the Parish Center with all of the appropriate social distancing and COVID safe protocols in place. We will break the Parish Center down into three rooms, each of which will have a separate entrance to keep
the contact to a minimum of the allowed ten people. These will be led by Maggie Hansma and Denise Muir as normal.
We will NOT be able to offer childcare at this time. There will also be no food or beverages provided but you may bring
your own (but you may not share.)
The second option will be a ZOOM study with the ability to put people into “onscreen” rooms of small groups (just like
being at the table). There are no COVID requirements for this and we can have as many people on our computer
screen as we want to . This option will be led by Marinell High.
Both options will run 60 minutes in length.
Regardless of the option you choose everyone will watch the video in the comfort of their home and come together in
person or online for discussion.
You can go to our website, www.stjos.com for more information or to register. You can also contact Denise Muir at
dsmuir@chartermi.net (517 -861-6390) or Marinell High at marinell_high@stjos.com (734-426-8483).

Scripture at the Pavilion
Each Monday morning from 9:30 – 10:30am
We will continue into the fall as the weather stays nice.
We will enjoy the beauty of God’s Creation as we consider the beauty of His Word. Using the Lectio
Divina approach we will pray over and discover what the previous Sunday’s Readings mean to each of
us. The approach is simple with directions and question to guide you along. The atmosphere is relaxed! No homework!
Contact Marinell High at 734-436-8483 or marinell_high@stjos.com if you have questions or to
signup. You can also sign up at www.stjos.com

GIVING GARDEN NEWS

This year, the work bees at the Giving Garden were a bit different. Volunteers wore masks and gloves and worked in
shifts to stay socially distanced while prepping the garden and planting. The hard work has paid off, the vegetables are
growing and Faith In Action has received fresh radishes, spinach, lettuce and rhubarb from the garden.
New volunteers are always welcome to help tend to the garden and harvest. Currently we are harvesting at 10:00am on
Monday mornings.
Remember, you can always get updated information on our Facebook page, Giving Garden of St. Joseph Catholic
Parish, or contact us by phone or email.
Giving Garden Leadership Team
Barb Rutz barb@rutz.us (734-550-9668)
Bob Gansen gansenr@yahoo.com (734-578-7195)
Marlene Brines
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CALLING ALL LITURIGAL MINISTERS!

A big thank you to all who have volunteered to be EME's, Lectors, Hospitality Ministers and Mass Captains. We are
very grateful for your support. A survey was sent out in August asking current liturgical ministers if they would like to
remain active or become inactive through December. If you are attending Mass and would be comfortable and willing
to volunteer as a liturgical minister please contact Gail Assenmacher at (734)-426-8483 or
gail_assenmacher@stjos.com.

CARITAS DURING COVID-19

THANK YOU! Even without normal Caritas Charity collections at Masses, many of you forwarded envelopes to support
the selected CARITAS FOCUS CHARITIES in March and in May.
Your March donations, totaling $1,310.00, went directly to BETTER WAY DETROIT, an organization that provides
dignity and some self-sufficiency through jobs to homeless people in Detroit. In May, we asked for donations to support
people in need in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic in our own parish and community. Your generous response of
$4,788 allowed us to send $1,000 to St. Brigid Parish in Midland for flood relief and share the balance with our
ST. JOSEPH PARISH CHRISTIAN SERVICE FUND to support people with financial challenges right here in Dexter.
Our upcoming Caritas weekend is August 29/30. The Dexter Senior Center will receive one quarter of the collection;
the balance will be distributed among our ongoing recipients: Dexter Family Services, Catholic Social Services, St. Luke
N.E.W. Life Center in Flint, and our parish Christian Service fund.
May our parish family continue to be blessed as we remember Christ’s hands on earth are ours.

MUSIC NOTES
The music ministry exists to help all who worship at St. Joseph to grow as disciples of Christ, especially through music.
How strange it’s been these last several months! During the shelter-in-place, I spent over a month living in Grand Rapids, caring for my father, Dan Postellon, as he died of brain cancer. It was a true gift to be with him and the rest of my
family at this time, and his death was a reminder to me of the good news the apostles proclaimed so boldly to the first
converts: we need never fear anything in life or in death, because Jesus has trampled down Death by his own death, has
restored us to life by his rising, and is with us always, even until the end of the age.
At the time I am writing, our diocesan guidelines indicate that music at Masses may be led by one instrumentalist and/
or one cantor. I look forward to the day when we can have larger ensembles serving the St. Joseph Parish community
again.
I know that with concerns about spread of the coronavirus, many of our parish have not yet returned to a practice of
coming to Mass on the weekend. Wherever you are, please continue to pray and sing as you are able, both at Mass and
in your homes. Know that where two or three of us are gathered in Christ’s name, he is in our midst. Please continue to
pray and sing as you are able, both at Mass and in your homes. In the famous passage we hear during Advent, Paul calls
us to “Rejoice in the Lord always,” in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. “Together, let us praise his
name” (Psalm 34:4b).
Steve Kasperick-Postellon

PARISH EMAIL / TEXT COMMUNICATIONS
Weekly email updates are sent from the parish every Wednesday with parish news, upcoming events in the parish and
around our community, and helpful resources. Inspirational emails are sent daily. These emails and other important
parish information are sent using the provider FLOCKNOTE. If you are not receiving either of these emails and wish to
be added to our list (you may receive one or the other or both) please contact the parish office and we will be happy to
get you set up. Once you are in the flocknote database you can control which groups you receive emails and or text
messages from. Starting this fall this will be our communication method for REP classes, youth ministry groups, and
adult formation studies. Email providers such as juno and provide.net do tend to block flocknote emails so it is
important to have mail@flocknote.com in your contact list. If you have any questions or concerns about the emails/text
messages, please don’t hesitate to call the parish office at 734-426-8483 and we will be happy to help.

PARISH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY UPDATE
Many have inquired about our pictorial directory. Our proof came back to us just as the covid-19 shut down occurred
putting the printing process on hold. Changes and corrections were made during the shut down period and the
corrections were sent in once Lifetouch re-opened. Currently our directory is in line waiting for the corrections to be
made, we will then receive a second proof which we hope will not require changes. Once we send our final
approval we will be in line for printing. It is our hope the directories will be available before the holidays. Thank
you for your patience.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR

15th Annual Silent Auction…. Tailgate Style
September 27, 2020 (rain date October 4)

2:00 – 4:00 pm

Mast Road Parking Lot

We need you and your entire family to participate! This will be a fun time,
outdoors, with all the Social Distancing Protocols in place.
In addition to the Silent Auction we will have:





David Zinn, Chalk artist
From Grace in Concert
Food from Ray’s Red Hots Food Cart yummy gourmet hot
dogs, sausages and hamburgers
Drinks hot (coffee, tea & hot chocolate) and cold (smoothies,
iced coffees and teas) from Bearclaw Coffee

There is no fee to attend the Silent Auction or to take part in the chalk art opportunities
with David Zinn (social distance in place).
We will be selling tickets for the food that you can purchase.
$6.00 for a child’s meal of a hot dog, drinks and a bag of chips
$12.00 for an adult’s meal with your choice of two hot dogs, a Chicago Dog, an Italian,
Polish or bratwurst sausage or a hamburger. Tickets will be available as you arrive at the
event.
Drinks from the Bearclaw beverage truck will be paid for directly to them.

Here is how you can help!
AUCTION ITEMS DONATION - There is a list of complete basket ideas, single items
for baskets or stand alone items on our website www.stjos.com.
Please fill out the form on the website with your donation information and return it no later
than September 15 so that we can put together a program for the auction.

CARS & TABLES -

We need parishioners who are willing to donate their car and a

card table to use as a “tailgate“ for our event. We will put either your donation or someone else’s on the table at your tailgate.
Please indicate on the form at our website that you will donate a car and card table.
You DO NOT need to donate both an item and your car. Either one will be greatly appreciated!
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We are one body, one body in Christ, and we do not stand alone.
Welcome to Our New Parishioners

Marriages

All are welcome in this place.

In our love new hope is found.
In love we choose to live.

Thomas & Margaret Serwell

Sidney Karl Peterson & Susan Lynn Waldorf

Mary Macknick

Thomas Daniel McCreight & Alyssa Marie Boote

Alvin Mamuyac & Maria Angeles

Michael Alan Herman & Josie Elizabeth
Lapczynski

Ricky & Lindsey Yahn
Evelyn
James & Michelle Nordberg
Douglas & Jennifer McGill
Amanda, Meghan & Matthew
Ryan and Alyssa Calhoun

In Loving Memory
May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
And let perpetual light shine upon them.

Dan Cutright
Donna Marie Fehrle
Magdalen Carol Haas
William J. Hahn
David Glenn Westermann
Donald Leo Dornoff
Jean A. Swantek

Alexander Lee Friedman & Jourdan Devin
Larmee
Kevin Samons & Holly Kranz

Baptized into the Family of God
You are God’s work of art,
created in Jesus the Christ.

John Christopher Bellisario
Son of Thomas & Susan ( Hearne) Bellisario
Jillian DeLaney Bloom
Daughter of Jeffrey & Heather (Fry) Bloom
Connor Richard Toulouse

Son of Christopher 7 Kristin (Lehnert) Toulouse

Colton Baker Muir
Son of Eric & Lisa (Shaw) Muir
Vivienne Louise Gasbarre

Daughter of Benjamin & Kelly (Ferguson) Gasbarre

August Jacob Roycroft
Son of Paul & Katherine (Widmayer) Roycroft

Edmund Ernst Gunther

For those who love,
nothing is too difficult,

Susan Lynn Smoter

especially when it is
done for the love of
our

Margaret Jeanne Graf
Jeanette Lorraine Kroth

Lord Jesus Christ.

St. Ignatius
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ST. JOSEPH PARISH
Office & Mailing Address
3430 Dover Street
Dexter, Michigan 48130
734-426-8483 (Voice)
734-426-6451 (Fax)
734-426-2674 (Religious Education)
u

www.stjos.com (website)
info@stjos.com (email)
St. Joseph Catholic Parish, Dexter Michigan
(facebook)
WEEKEND LITURGIES
COUNTRY CHURCH
6805 Mast Rd. Dexter, MI
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WEEKDAYS in Village Church
3430 Dover St. , Dexter, MI
Liturgy: Monday through Friday at 8:15am
Communion Service: Saturday at 8:15am
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Saturday: 4:00–4:30pm or by appointment
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Prayer in a Time of Anxiety
It seems that I return to you most easily when I need comfort,
O God.
Hello… here I am again, knowing that you are waiting for me
with love and warming light.
In the shadow of your wings I find respite and relief that feeds
my innermost self and renews my soul. Day and night, you are
my refuge.
These uncertain days of news conferences and quarantines
tempt me to assume the worst for my loved ones, myself and
my community. “Pandemic” is a frightening word, and I can
easily feel confused or helpless to respond. Now I am relying
on you to lead and guide me, to put my anxiety in its place.
Help me see it as a human response that keeps me conscious
of the seriousness of this moment, but do not let it overwhelm
my spirit. Buoyed by your love, I choose each day to let peace
reign in me. Breathing deeply of your calm, I repeat, again and
again, “You are here.”
Good and gracious Companion, my family and friends need
tranquility and assurance. Help me to offer them your tenderness. Those in my community who are suffering need care.
Help me to be generous and to keep contact with the forgotten. Our world calls for cooperation among national leaders,
scientists, health care providers, and all who are instrumental
in overcoming this crisis. May my prayers and support be with
them all.
I have come back to you, and I will return, knowing that your
open arms will never fail. God of hope, may your love blanket
the earth, as you teach us to live more generously today than
yesterday. May my anxiety be transformed into love.
- Author requested to remain anonymous

