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Weekend Liturgies and Sacrament of Reconciliation on 

Saturdays are at the Country Church, 6805 Mast Road, 

(corner of N. Territorial and Mast), in Dexter.  The 

Disciple House is also at this location. 

The Village Church, Parish Center, Parish Office, Mary’s 

Room Joseph’s Room and Church Basement are located 

on the Village Campus at 3430 Dover, in Dexter. 

 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
3430 Dover Street 

Dexter, Michigan  48130 
u 

734-426-8483 (Voice)  734-426-6451 (Fax) 
734-426-2674 (Religious Education) 

www.stjos.com (website) 
info@stjos.com (email) 

St. Joseph Catholic Parish, Dexter Michigan  (facebook) 
WEEKEND LITURGIES  

Saturday: 5:00pm;  Sunday: 9:00am, 11:00am 

 

WEEKDAYS in Village Church 
Liturgy: Monday through Friday at 8:15am  
Communion Service: Saturday at 8:15am 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 4:00–4:30pm or by appointment 

 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Fr. Brendan Walsh                                      Pastor 
Romolo Leone            Deacon 
Randy Desrochers            Deacon 
Larry Deford             Deacon 
Laura McKenzie      Administrative Assistant 
Gail Assenmacher      Capital Campaign/Office Assistant 
Darlene Cresson           Religious Education Secretary 
Ken Cebula         Country Campus Maintenance 
Don Dalgleish         Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
Gary Fradette                  Cemetery Grounds 
Anthony Fradette                  Cemetery Grounds 
Marinell High   Director of Adult Faith Formation 
Michelle Hochrein                  Director of Religious Education 
Steve Kasperick-Postellon Director of Music & Liturgy 
John Kiesling            Village Campus Maintenance 
Liz Neil     Finance/Cemetery 
 

 

2019-2020 PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

Fr. Brendan Walsh, Pastor 426-8483 
Romolo Leone, Deacon 944-6709 
Randy Desrochers, Deacon 646-4425 
Laura McKenzie, Staff Liaison 426-8483 
 
 

Member Commission Liaison 
Bob Gansen Chair & Festival       578-7195 
Anne Gwozdek Vice Chair        476-0162 
Frances Lee  Caritas/New Parishioners    552-6919 
Lynn Rae Sample Charitable Activities & 
 Social Justice        369-8044 
Bill Brines REP Faith Formation       426-8602 
Jo Dolecki-Lane Youth Ministry         216-7031 
Sue Banas Spiritual Life & Worship  571-548-4947 

April Clark Adult Formation             989-640-1147 
Caron Wainwright  Parish Life          417-6510 
Craig McCreight  Finance          276-1469 
Barb Doster Properties          320-6201 
Andy Toma K of C Rep          216-8611 

 
Area code is 734 unless otherwise indicated. 

 

COMMISSIONS and ACTIVITIES 
 

Commission Chair  Phone 
 

Finance Liz Neil  426-8483 
Worship Fr. Brendan Walsh 426-8483 
Charitable  Activities 
 &  Social Justice Randy Desrochers 646-4425 
Parish Life Mary Pawloski  660-1587 
Caritas Committee Coleen Lasecki         424-9190 
Education—Youth Don Dalgleish 426-2674 
Education—PS-6 Michelle Hochrein 426-2674 
Adult Faith Formation Marinell High 426-8483 
 
Activity Chair Phone 
 

50+ Friendship Club Linda Clark  769-0872 
Liturgy of Word w/Children Michelle Hochrein   426-2674 
Bulletin and Chips Editor Laura McKenzie    426-8483 
Growing in God Marinell High   426-8483 
Building the  
 Brotherhood of Christ Marinell High   426-8483 
DeWitt Retreat 
 Men’s Retreat Joe Prochaska  426-3377 
 Women’s Retreat Ann Smart  424-0111 
Festival Kim Beneteau    604-2436 
Festival Doug Koepsell    260-0961 
Giving Garden Barb Rutz   550-9668 
God Squad (Gr. 7-8) Don Dalgleish   426-2674 
Knights of Columbus Andy Toma    216-8611 
Columbus Ladies Auxiliary Andrea Frerich     424-0019 
Music Ministry Steve    426-8483 
 Kasperick-Postellon 
Mustard Seed (Gr.9-12) Don Dalgleish   426-2674 
Nursery Marinell High    426-2674 
Religious Ed (Gr.PS-6) Michelle Hochrein    426-2674 
Religious Ed (Gr.7-8) Don Dalgleish   426-2674 
RCIA Marinell High   426-8483 
Scouting (Troop 456) Joe Wikaryasz    426-1006 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
As members of the family of God, we of St. Joseph Parish,  

Dexter, in the Diocese of Lansing, believe that we are called  

to be people of faith and prayer, to celebrate the sacraments, 

and to live the Word.  We commit ourselves to being warm 

and welcoming, responding to each other’s needs and to the 

needs of the community by sharing our gifts and talents.  

http://www.stjos.com/
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A Pandemic Time of Prayer 
The coronavirus health scare has gained the attention of our nation and world.  It is a time to listen to the wisdom of 
doctors and medical experts.  It is time to listen to those in leadership who call us to stay home, to keep distance, to 
take health, safety and well-being seriously.  It is also time to pray – to pray for those affected, to pray for those on the 
front lines of treating, to pray for the experts and those in leadership who are making decisions to keep us safe.  To pray 
for patience, peace, health, comfort, strength, and courage as our nation slows and we all pause in our activities.  Let us 
remember some extra prayer and some extra love will go a long way in helping all affected.   
 

Watch your email or check our website for the most current updates on Mass restrictions and parish events.  
 

The Joy of Easter  
The sun warms our face, the sky is blue, the days are longer - the world is turning into spring.  The joy of Easter is the 
gift of the new life we have in the resurrection of Jesus.  As the world turns, so do our hearts.  We turn to the love 
of Jesus and his gift of forgiveness of sin.  We rejoice and give thanks for the sacrifice of Jesus which has opened for us 
the gates of Heaven.  From Easter to Pentecost we have 50 days to celebrate with Jesus.  He comes to share joy, love, 
and peace.  He comes to energize us with a hug of spiritual grace to help us spread his message of the Good News.  Let 
us use these days to celebrate with joy the gift of Jesus.   

 

New Catholics 
This year we welcome Clay Cramer, Matthew Cobbett, Nicole Crawford, Ally Jackson, Janet McAllister, Ashley Rivera, 
Patricia Sallans, Alyssa Tillman, Tony Tillman, and Micah Ward  into our Catholic community.  They have made the 
year long journey of study, prayer, and sacrifice.  We give thanks for their example of faith, prayer, and service.  Now 
we pray that God may bless them for all their good works.   

 

First Eucharist 
This year 34 of our second graders will celebrate their First Communion.  We give praise and thanks to God for the 
growth in faith of these children.  We pray that receiving the Body and Blood of Christ will help them become men and 
women of faith, love, and service.  
 

Spring Cleaning 
With warm weather comes spring growth and the need to rake, trim, clean and prepare the grounds of our two church-
es.  It is also time to clean up the cemetery in preparation for our Memorial Day Mass.  Please mark your calendars to 
help us on the following dates: 

Country Church 
Saturday, April 25 8am - noon (rain date May 2) 

Village Church 
Saturday, May 9 8am - noon (rain date May 30) 

Cemetery 
May 16 8am- noon (rain date May 23) 

 

Parish and DSA Support 
Thankfully through prudent savings over the years we have been able to cover having no Masses and collections during 
these weeks of being closed.  However, this means we will all need to do a little extra to help us catch up and to put back 
what we have used to make payroll, to pay our gas and electric bills, to cover our basic operating expenses.  If you can 
help make up your Sunday offering and if you can continue to make your annual pledge to the Diocesan Services Ap-
peal for our Diocese of Lansing, I would be most grateful.  

 

Realign Resources for Mission 
Information Meeting 

Our Diocese of Lansing is undertaking a realignment of resources for mission self-study.  This will in-
clude using the results of our parish survey conducted in February.  An information explanation meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, April 28 at 7:00pm in the Parish Center.  Two representatives from the 
diocese will come and speak to parish leadership, and all interested parishioners.  Please mark your 
calendar and plan to attend.  
 

Shalom, Fr. Brendan 
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Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.”  At your 

command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the 

coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus.  May they regain their strength and health through quali-

ty medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping 

one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no bor-

ders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all,  stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. 

Be with those who have died from the virus.  May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died.  As they worry and grieve, defend them 

from illness and despair. May they know your peace. 

Be with doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help 

those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process.  May they know your protection 

and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations.  Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern 

for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve.  Give them the wisdom to invest in long

-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.  May they know your 

peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a 

few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare.  In place of our 

anxiety, give us your peace. 

Jesus Christ, heal us. 

- America 

  The Jesuit Review 

A Prayer for the Virus 
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Pastoral Council Notes 
As Lent comes to an end let us take some time reflecting on our journey so far.  What were our plans, 
our resolutions to give up or to do different?  Was it to know the Lord in a deeper way, maybe fasting, 
giving up something, giving or doing something for others, or spending more quite time in prayer - just 
listening to the Lord - asking ourselves did I pray to the Lord to help me grow closer to him?  Maybe 
it’s time to get to know him personally, to thank him for his deep love through the suffering he did for 
us.  Lent takes us back to what really matters, how the Lord loves us.  Did we use this time to really 
follow through with our intentions?  Did we grow closer in our relationship with the Christ that gave us 

so much?  He brought us from the tomb to the resurrection.  Now like Christ from death to life, we can start over, 
sometimes we need to come from darkness to germination.  With the light of Christ, the love of Christ, the nurturing he 
gives us, through his holy church the sacraments, the commandments, the calling us to do his will.  Let’s reflect on his 
resurrection by having an attitude of I can do all things with Christ guiding me.  We can grow and come to know him 
more as we become involved, using the gifts he gives us through the Holy Spirit.  Let us respond in thanksgiving, saying 
as in the song, “Here I am Lord”.   
 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but yours.  Yours are the eyes through which 
the compassion of Christ must look out on the world.  ~St. Teresa of Avila 
 
Here at St. Joseph we are so blessed to have many what to give of ourselves: by attending the remaining Stations of the 
Cross evenings, Lenten Food Collection, Reconciliation, Bible study, pray the Rosary before Mass on Saturdays, give to 
DSA, upcoming church grounds clean up, or sign up to help with one of the many ministries or activities in the parish – 
the Giving Garden, Plant Sale committee, Festival to name a few.   
 
On May 2/3 nominations for Pastoral Council will be held.  Pray to the Holy Spirit, it may be that you are called to 
serve on this leadership council.  Listen to your heart and if you are nominated, pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
to help you with the decision to accept or not.  It is an honor to represent the members of St. Joseph Parish, I am so 
grateful that I was nominated, and with guidance of the Holy Spirit I can do what I am called to do. 

Barb Doster 

 

 
 

The Full Easter Celebration 
The music ministry exists to help all who worship at St. Joseph grow as disciples of Christ, especially through music. 
How do you celebrate Easter? For most of us, church is only part of the celebration. Children enjoy baskets of treats; 
many people gather with family or friends to share a festive meal. 
 

As far as the church celebration goes, of course, most people celebrate by attending Mass on Easter Sunday. We have 
three opportunities for this at St. Joseph: 8 am, 10 am, and 12 noon. This is a wonderful and beautiful liturgy, and well-
attended! If it’s been a while since you’ve come to Mass, please come—together, we are the Body of Christ, and we need 
each other! If you’re a “regular” at St. Joseph, remember that we all have a responsibility at Easter to make sure our par-
ish is a place where all can experience the love of God. 
 

If your church experience of Easter has been simply the Sunday Mass, let me issue an invitation: this year, build up to 
Easter by participating in the rest of the Easter Triduum. The Triduum (Latin for “three days”) begins on Thursday, 
April 9, and runs through Easter Sunday. Come to the evening Mass on Holy Thursday, recalling Jesus’s Last Supper 
with his closest friends. Come back on Good Friday for the Dexter ecumenical service (which we’re hosting this year), or 
for the evening Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion—witness Jesus’s death on the cross, his self-sacrifice for our sake. And es-
pecially, come back for the Easter Vigil on Saturday night, to hear he history of our salvation for creation to the empty 
tomb, and to rejoice as 12 people join the Catholic Church through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and the 
Eucharist. The Vigil is easily the longest Mass of the year, clocking in at over two hours, and also the richest. Bring your 
children (in pajamas, if it seems wise!). The Vigil is about telling the story of our salvation, just as we have told stories 
around campfires (and before that, regular fires) for centuries. Every year there are little ones at the Vigil, and they can 
engage with it just as deeply as the adults. 
 

I promise you that if you participate in any or all of these preparatory days, your experience of the Resurrection on 
Easter Sunday will mean even more to you. It will nurture your faith throughout the year to come. 

Steve Kasperick-Postellon 
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Pastoral Council Nominations 

The Parish Council is a consultative leadership body representing the entire parish.  Working together 
with our pastor, Fr. Brendan Walsh, this Council provides critical guidance, support and vision for the 
pastoral activity of the parish and aids in the establishment of policies and procedures.  It is important 
that we have a Council that is representative of the make-up of our Parish, so don’t be concerned that 
you may not “fit the bill.”  All parishioners, long-timers, short-timers and new parishioners are invited 
and welcomed. 

We are asking all parishioners to seriously reflect upon serving on our Parish Pastoral Council.  Each 
year four members and two alternates are chosen at large to serve on the Council.  The selection 
process for Council candidates begins the weekend of May 2/3 when nomination ballots will be 
distributed at each Mass.  Parishioners will be asked to submit nominations – either themselves or 
someone else.  Nominees will be contacted and asked to attend an evening of discernment on May 21.  
Council members will share the roles and duties of the Council.  Those parishioners who accept the 
nomination will be included in a “selection by lot” to be held at the 5:00pm Mass during the Vigil Mass 
of Pentecost on Saturday, May 31.  This is a very important group that provides counsel and guidance 
on the critical decisions here at St. Joseph Parish.  Please ask the Holy Spirit to guide and enlighten 
you in this very important commitment to the spiritual and pragmatic needs of St. Joseph Parish. 

Caritas Committee - Nominations for Membership 

It is time to appeal to you, members of the St. Joseph Parish family, to identify candidates to serve on 
the Caritas Committee. The candidate could be you or someone else whom you believe would be a good 
steward and sensitive to the needs of those around them. 
 
The Caritas Committee is composed of nine people as well as representatives from the Pastoral and 
Finance Councils and a staff liaison.  Members of this committee research and recommend possible 
recipients, and present the Caritas Sunday appeals on their behalf.  The Committee monitors the 
collection results and reports the amounts distributed via bulletin and Chips and Sawdust articles.  
On the weekend of May 16/17, we are seeking nominations for individuals to serve on the Committee.  
Serving on Caritas is a great way to get to know people in the parish and to become more informed 
about the needs and services in our community.  Please consider nominating yourself or someone 
whom you feel would be a good candidate. 
 
All nominees will be invited to attend a meeting on Thursday, May 28, for an evening of discernment to 
learn more about serving on the Committee.  Three new committee members will be chosen by lot to 
serve 3-year terms, and two individuals will be selected to serve one-year terms as alternates at the 
5:00pm Mass on Pentecost eve, Saturday, May 30. 
Thank you for taking the time to consider this worthwhile ministry. 

 

 

I would like to nominate: 
 

NAME: __________________________ 
 

PHONE: _________________________ 
 

Nomination for:  
       Self:     _____        Other: _____ 
 

Candidates must be at least 18 years old. 

Must be confirmed and a registered member 
of the parish.  

 

 

I would like to nominate: 
 

NAME: __________________________ 
 

PHONE: _________________________ 
 

Nomination for:  
       Self:     _____        Other: _____ 
 
 

Candidates must be at least 18 years old. 

Must be confirmed and a registered member of 
the parish.  
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CEMETERY MAINTENANCE GARAGE FUND 

St. Joseph Parish was founded in 1840, and in the following 10 years the parish grew. The first church was built on 

Dexter Townhall Road, and the faithful departed were buried in the cemetery laid out next to the church.  After a devas-

tating fire, a new church was built in Dexter at the corner of 4th and Dover, and land for a cemetery at the corner of 

Baker and Dan Hoey Roads was donated to the parish.  Over the next 180 years many souls have been buried, prayed 

for, and remembered in St. Joseph Cemetery. In the course of time a crypt was built, but later was repurposed when 

the crypt was no longer used by our dearly departed.  It eventually became a storage space for maintenance equip-

ment used to care for the cemetery. This crypt, made of concrete and built into the side of a manmade hill, has been 

deteriorating. Moisture and animals have begun to adversely affect the equipment housed there.  

In response, the Cemetery Committee, Finance Council and Pastoral Council have approved a plan to complete the 

following project at our parish cemetery: 

    Retain the stone front and steel door. 

    Remove the dirt hill and concrete building. 

    Build a maintenance garage to store lawnmowers, maintenance supplies & equipment, and foundation materials.   

 

In order to accomplish this project, please prayerfully reflect on helping us care for our faithful departed for years to 

come.  Your sacrificial gift will make a difference.  We thank you in advance for your support. 

 

Attached is a pledge card that you may use to submit your gift.  Please fill out the attached card and cut it out along the 

dotted line. Place your card and check in an envelope and put it in the collection basket at Mass on Sunday.  You may 

also pay using ONLINE GIVING by going to our website www.stjos.com, clicking on FORMS AND LINKS, and then 

Online Giving.  If you choose to make monthly payments, you will receive monthly envelope reminders.  Please contact 

Gail Assenmacher at (734) 426-8483 or gail_assenmacher@stjos.com. 

The Cemetery Committee 

Send monthly reminder envelopes 

Online Giving (see note above) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Name _______________________ In Memory of ______________________                                                                                                                                                                    

                                           (Optional)        

Address______________________________________   

City:  ___________________________   State:  ______   Zip  ___________ 

Phone___________________________   Env #____________ 

 

I/we respond to the St. Joseph Cemetery 

Maintenance Building Fund with the follow-

ing gift: 

 □ A one time gift of  ____________ 

 □ $83.33 per month for 12 months  

    (total gift $1,000) 

 □ $166.66 per month for 12 months  

    (total gift $2,000)  

 □ $250 per month for 12 months  

    (total gift $3,000) 

 □ Other _______ for  $______ per month 

Total Gift:  ____________________ 

St. Joseph 

Cemetery  

Gift Card 

CEMETERY BUILDING FUND STATUS 

We currently have 20 gifts totaling $5,750 
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Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph Statues Past Halfway Point 

Work on the St. Joseph and Blessed Virgin Mary statues has now passed the halfway point in the process.  With the sup-
port of the parish, the Statue Committee has made steady progress in moving both projects forward. 

The St. Joseph statue is rapidly coming to fruition.  Casting of the bronze statue is complete and in the final stages of 
assembly.  Subtle coloring of the statue is being achieved by application of patinas by the foundry under direction 
of the artist, Sergei Mitrofanov.  The statue is expected to be installed in the worship space between the Eucharistic 
Chapel and the sacristy this spring.  Blessing and sprinkling of the statue will take place at all Masses one week-
end in late spring.   

Solicitation of ideas and drawings for the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary commenced in Fall 2019.  The new 
statue of Mary will replace the marble statue at the back of the Country Church.  As with the statue of St. Joseph, 
the committee sought a portrayal of Mary that was dynamic and unique for our parish.  The committee desired an 
original, realistic and life-like depiction of Mary in her late teens holding the baby Jesus that conveyed many of 
the characteristics and features synonymous with our understanding of Mary – kind, approachable, trusting, 
warm, soft, sweet, loving.  The committee has chosen two renderings and is seeking input on which of the two 
portrayals of Mary the congregation prefers. 

This beautiful drawing by Sergei Mitrofanov shows 
Mary in a very simple robe as she may have been 
clothed in her everyday life.  She is clutching the baby 
Jesus but also reaching her hand out as in a welcoming 
gesture.  The pose is traditional, but does not utilize 
the formal garments or stylized interpretation seen in 
many typical representations of Mary, including the 
one in the Village Church.  

This amazing sculpture by Michael Kapatan captures the 
unique bond of love, joy, and trust between mother and 
child, between Mary and her son, Jesus.  The clothing is 
simple and typical for a young mother in Mary’s time.  
Mary’s elevation of Jesus, whose arms and body are in the 
shape of a cross, connects divinely with the rendering of 
Jesus coming off the cross that hangs above the sanctuary. 

The committee will be seeking input of the parish on which depiction of Mary to pursue.  Voting by households (1 
vote/household) will occur onsite in the Gathering Space after all Masses the weekends of May 2/3 and May 9/10.  
Members of the Statue Committee will be on hand after each Mass to hear your comments and answer any 
questions you might have.  

*These renditions are not intended to show the detail of the final statue, but to represent the overall concept created 
by the artist. 
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NEW BABYSITTER LIST AVAILABLE 
An updated list for 2020 of our teenagers who want to babysit is now available for 

St. Joseph parishioners. The sitters range in age from 13 to 17 
years old. Please stop by or contact the parish office at 734-426-

2674 or 
darlene_cresson@stjos.com to obtain this list. 

Caritas Committee 
The Caritas Committee is very grateful for the contin-

ued generosity of this parish. Together, we can 

thoughtfully channel our financial blessings to posi-

tively impact those in need. 

 

Better WAY Detroit™ was selected as the focus recipi-

ent of our next Caritas collection.  Led by Fr. Marko 

Djonovic, pastor of St. Moses the Black parish in De-

troit, Better WAY Detroit™ provides dignity to home-

less persons by offering the opportunity to work for 

pay while helping to beautify the City of Detroit. They clear parks and neighborhoods of trash and overgrown 

vegetation to help make public areas safer.  Through their efforts, the program participants inspire commu-

nity spirit, pride of ownership, and confidence in the dignity of work. 

 

We have a mandate, as children of God, to help the less fortunate and to 

respect each person's dignity. Better WAY Detroit™ exemplifies how we are 

all called to do this.  Better WAY Detroit™ engages, pays, feeds, and coun-

sels homeless persons, and connects them to services for housing, medi-

cal and/or mental health care and stable employment opportunities. 

 

The ability of Better WAY Detroit™ to help the homeless is completely de-

pendent on individual and church donations. These are essential to the 

continued health and growth of the program.  

 

Because of the COVID-19 crisis, our March Caritas collection was not held.  

Better Way Detroit™ will be the recipient of the next fifth Sunday collec-

tion, the weekend of May 30/31. 

As always, thank you in advance for your generous support of St. Joseph 

Parish Caritas charity efforts. You really DO make a difference!  

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  

Matthew 25:40 

mailto:darlene_cresson@stjos.com
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Mustard Seed Youth Group (Grades 9-12) 
 Sunday, April 5—No Mustard Seed meeting; Spring Break 

 Sunday, April 12—No Mustard Seed meeting; Easter.  

 Sunday, April 19—4:30pm Leadership Team meeting on the main floor of the Parish Center, Mustard Seed 

Youth Group will meet from 6:00 to 8:00pm.  

 Sunday, April 26—Mustard Seed Youth Group will meet from 6:00 to 8:00pm.  Spring Retreat was canceled 

due Dexter Prom.   

 Sunday, May 3—4:30pm Leadership Team meeting on the main floor of the Parish Center, Mustard Seed Youth 

Group will meet in the Loft from 6:00 to 8:00pm. 

 Sunday, May 10—No Mustard Seed meeting, spend time with mom for Mother’s Day! 

 Sunday, May 17—Mustard Seed Youth Group in the Loft from 6:00 to 8:00pm. 

 Sunday, May 24—No Mustard Seed meeting , Memorial Day Weekend. 

Mustard Seed Spring Retreat May 2, 2020 
This year we will do a four part series of “Why Jesus” for our one day spring retreat.  All high school youth are wel-
come and each topic will focus on who Jesus is, what he came to do, and our relationship with Him.  Presented 
by David Nasser and hosted by Mac Powell from 3rd Day.  Below is the break downs of the videos and topics: 

† What’s the Big Deal about Jesus? 
† Was Jesus God or Just a Good Man? 
† Were Jesus’ Miracles just an Illusion? 
† Is Jesus the Only Way to Heaven?    

 
Look for permission forms sent to parent emails, at the Mustard Seed Youth 

Group meetings, or on our website at www.stjos.com and go to the youth group page.   

 

 

 

God Squad Youth Group (Grades 6-8) 
 Friday, April 24—6:00-7:30pm God Squad meeting.  Meet in the Loft of the Parish Center.  There will be with 

pizza and pop before we go into our activities.  If the weather is nice there will be outdoor activities.  This is a date 

change due to a conflict with the Confirmation meeting.  

 Sunday, May 31—5:00-8:00pm at the Festival Grounds by the Country Church. This will be the last regular 
scheduled God Squad meeting for the Summer.  Make sure that you wear something you don’t mind getting a little 
dirty and/or wet.  There  will be  grilled hamburgers and hot dogs along with other goodies.  Come out for some 
fun and bring your friends—there will be Knockerball!   

All parish and youth events are subject to change due to the changes in 

guidelines in regards to the coronavirus.  

Please check our website or watch for parish email updates for the latest 

schedule.  

http://www.stjos.com/high-school-youth-group.html
http://www.stjos.com
http://www.stjos.com/middle-school-youth-group.html
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WILDERNESS ESCAPE VBS 2020 

June 22-26, 9:00am-12:00pm, Country Church Campus 

Join us in June when we come together with the Israelites as Moses leads us out of 

Egypt and into the desert.  Children entering grades Preschool (4 years) through 6th 

grade are welcome to participate and will be a part of an Israelite tribe for the entire 

week!  Every day each tribe will meet with Moses to hear of his 

hopes for his people, learn new songs, play amazing games, eat 

incredible snacks and visit the Israelite Camp where there will be 

all sorts of activities and goods available for purchase with the 

Egyptian Gold the children are given.  We hope you can join us for 

our adventures in the wilderness this summer!  For more 

information or to register and/or volunteer, please visit 

www.stjos.com 

 

 

 

Our Graduation Mass, to pray for and recognize our parish high school seniors, will be held 

Sunday, May 10 at the 11:00am Liturgy, followed by a reception in the Gather Space for the 

2020 Graduates and their immediate families.  Seniors, please meet in the gathering space 

at 10:40am. If you have not yet done so, please RSVP by returning the RSVP card you re-

ceived in the mail to the parish office or in the collection basket by Sunday, May 3 or by call-

ing the office at 426-2674 by May 4.  If you did not receive an invitation in the mail and you 

are graduating from high school this year, please call Don or Darlene at 426-2674. 

 

We ask for the Junior Class to help in preparing this brunch. Please call 426-2674 by May 4 or 

sign up on the sheet in the gathering space to volunteer your services, assuring you of your 

own special Mass and brunch next year! 

Confirmation News 
† April 5 and 8—No Class (Spring Break)    
† April 12 and 15—No Class (Easter) 
† April 19—Confirmation Class with sponsor/mentor (the Mass part 4) last session.                    

Meet in the Village Church at 1:30pm (this is the session that was planned for March). 
† May 16—Cemetery Clean up 8:00am to noon  
† May/June—Confirmation Class with sponsor/mentor (the Mass part 5).  The meeting will be  

in the Village Church at 1:30 for a Mass of Explanation.  All family members are invited and 
this Mass will count for your Sunday obligation.  An exact date will be determined once 
the restrictions are lifted.  

http://www.stjos.com/confirmation.html
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St. Joseph Parish Summer Service Trip  

July 19-24 
When is the trip? 
 Scheduled for July 19-24. 
 Traveling by bus (non-stop). 
 This service trip is open to all St. Joseph Parish members and friends that are 13 years old and up (12 years old if a 

parent/guardian are going with you). 
 
Where are we going? 

 Work orders come to the National Relief Network either from the Red Cross or FEMA. 
 Right now we are scheduled to go to Nashville, TN to help with tornado relief but that can change.                                 

It all depends on Mother Nature. 
 We usually stay at school or church either in classrooms or the gym on air mattresses. 
 We will have 3 to 4 days of work time depending on where we are going and one fun day. 
 
Cost? 

 The cost will be$350(or less) per person.  The cost includes food (while we are there), travel, lodging, and most sup-
plies (the cost does not include fun day cost).  We will have the NRN collection in May and other fundraising oppor-
tunities.   

 We will be sharing a bus with St. John in Howell.  Between St. Joseph and St. John parishes, we need at least 35 people to 
commit.  So space will be limited and once the bus is full that is it—don’t wait to sign up and get your deposit in.  
 

What do we need to do now? 

 If you would like to attend the trip  this year you will need to sign up on the sign-up sheet either in the Gathering 
Space in the Country Church or at the Mustard Seed Youth Group meeting, sign up through the Sign up Genius, or 
by contacting Don at (734) 426-2674.  We will have an information meeting on May 5 at 7:00pm in the Parish Cen-
ter.  A $100 deposit is due per person in order to hold your spot. 

 The week of June 1 a mailing will be sent out with how much is still owed and paperwork for the trip that will be due 
at the June 17 meeting. 

 Wednesday, June 17 NRN meeting in the Parish Center at 7:00pm to go over the details for our trip.  Final payment 

will be due at this time and with all the paperwork. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Don Dalgleish at (734) 426-2674 or at 

don_dalgleish@stjos.com.  

 

 

 

mailto:don_dalgleish@stjos.com
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Adult Faith Formation and Parish Life Groups 

We sit at round tables a lot where we learn, we grow and we have fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our music director, Steve Kasparick-

Postellon helping us to understand just 

how and why the songs we sing at Mass 

are chosen during our February Pump 

Up Your Faith session. 

Our engaged couples at the Marriage 

Preparation Seminar listening to 

George and Marilyn Hansen talk about 

how “The Little Things Matter” and 

later as they are recognized and 

blessed by Fr. Brendan and the 

community at Mass. 

Just a few of the men of our parish who attended the annual 

Building the Brotherhood of Christ day of renewal. 

The Wine and Cheese event was an evening of great 

tasting wines and cheese, good conversation, and an 

opportunity to meet new people!  

 

The Rite of Election with Bishop Earl 

Boyea at our parish 
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St. Joseph’s Parish Perennial Plant Sale Returns! 
Mark your calendars now for SATURDAY, MAY 16 from 9:00am to 5:00pm.  This will be our 12th year for this 
event.  Proceeds from this year's sales will be used to support the irrigation systems, beautify our grounds and pro-
vide for the future.  We hope you will be able to join us in this venture. 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
 Donate plants from your own/friend’s garden. THIS IS HOW WE MAKE THE MONEY! Let us know if 

someone needs help splitting. 
 Publicity: pass out fliers and tell friends/relatives/co-workers about the 

sale, share on Facebook 
 Digging in gardens of those who are unable to do so 
 Re-potting all the plants we dig (see“potting parties” schedule below) 
 Label or price plants at the potting parties 
 Watering re-potted plants to keep them alive until the sale 
 Set-up/take-down or work the sale 
 Loan us your wagons/wheelbarrows for the sale 
 Donate empty pots (most needed are 1 gallon and 1 quart size pots) 
 Come and shop for great plants at great prices 

 

If you are unable to split your perennials yourself, we may be able to help.  Call or email to set up a time for us to dig.  
Mary Topham-marybtopham@gmail.com. 
 

Our "potting parties" this year are scheduled for:  
Sundays April 26 and May 3 from 2:00 to 5:00pm 
Thursday, April 30, Tuesday, May 5, Friday, May 8, Monday, May 11 from 4:00pm to 7:00 or 8:00pm. 
 

Potting Parties are at the Festival Pavilion at the Country Church.  Please come to help us pot our treasures or 
bring your own plants and we will help you pot them for the sale.  Pots and soil will be provided.  All are welcome.  
Meet fellow parishioners.  You do not need any expertise.  Direction will be given if needed.  We are usually here for 3 
hour or longer, so come whenever you can. Bring gloves and a trowel if you have them.  
 

Plants that are already potted can be dropped off in the staging area near the festival pavilion any time after April 25.  
If they are not potted, please drop off on one of the potting party dates.  Pots will be available in the festival pavilion 
after April 23 if you need any.  Pot donations can be left in the festival pavilion any time after April 23.  Please bag 
these so they don't blow around. 
 

St. Joseph’s Perennial Sale Date: Saturday, May 16 Time: 9:00am to 5:00pm; Location: Festival Pavilion 
at the Country Church.  Tell your family and friends.  Stop by for some great plants at great prices.  Thanks! 
 

For more information please contact: Mary and Mike Topham 734-276-4559, marybtopham@gmail.com. 

Troop 456 News 

The new year started with two more Scouts from Troop 456 advancing to rank of Eagle Scout.  Griffen Jennings and 
Pablo Demerath passed their Eagle Boards of Review and were elected to the rank of Eagle Scout.  Griffen and Pablo are 
respectively the 16th and 17th Eagle Scouts of Troop 456.  Matthew Remington, of Troop 456 , was selected for the South-
ern Shores Field Service Council Eagle Scout Service Project of the Year Award.  His project involved the design and 
construction of a Memorial garden at the Forest Lawn Cemetery in Dexter.  His project was guided by the expertise of 
parishioner Jeff Dehring, who is also an Eagle Scout.  Matthew’s project involved 47 volunteers and approximately 200 hours 
towards its completion.  Matthew will receive the award at the Annual Recognition Dinner at Albion College. 

 

 The theme for this past month was Snowboarding and Skiing.  In preparation for 
our outing, the scouts received instruction in ski trail signs, the use of layered 
clothing, why cotton clothing should be avoided, proper fitting of equipment and 
the first-aid procedures for treating hypothermia fractures and splinting.  The prac-
tical aspects of this theme were executed at the Caberfae Peaks of Eagle Village in 
Hersey MI. 
 

If you are interested in joining the troop as a Scout or Adult volunteer contact Herb 
Reich (Charter Org. Representative) 734-369-4916 or Pete Potsos (Scoutmaster)
734-355-8729.   Information about the troop and upcoming events can be found at 
the troop website url:dextertroop456.org 

mailto:marybtopham@gmail.com
mailto:flobeck@hotmail.com
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The Festival committee is hard at work planning the 2020 summer festival. As always, there will be fun for the entire 

family.  Mark your calendars with these important dates: 

 July 17, Friday Night kick off Concert and Teen Café 

 July 18 Saturday, St. Joseph Festival, Car Show 

 July 19 Sunday, St. Joseph Festival, Chicken Broil 
 

We are always looking for ways to improve the festival and this year is no different. We’ll be making a slight change to 
the layout of the Festival Grounds by moving the crafters tent to the south end of the festival grounds and moving the 
Inflatables to the North East corner. 
 
The Festival entertainment committee has been busy booking fabulous talent and we’re going to love it! Here’s a 
sneak peek! 
 Three Men and a Tenor (Friday night) 
 Wildlife Safari 
 Eric the Juggler 
 Magic Show with Magic Joe 
 More to come! 
 

Bring family, friends, and neighbors and enjoy all that our festival has to offer! 
We are still looking for leadership in some areas. The time commitment is minimal, the experience rewarding and a 
great way to meet fellow parishioners. 
 

And remember to thank the chairpersons and volunteers that make the St Joseph summer festival a success!!  
Looking to get involved?  Contact Doug Koepsell (djkoepsell@gmail.com) or Kim Beneteau (kimdpb@msn.com). 
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In Loving Memory 
 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful  departed, 
through  the mercy of God, rest in peace.  And let per-

petual light shine upon them. 
 

Raymond Lyle Carpenter Jr. 
 

Lorraine H. Roulo 
 

Catherine Ann (Kay) Dunlavy 
 

Edward Leonard Kobylarz 
 

Dan D. Cutright 

Baptized into the Family of God 
 

You are God’s work of art, created in Jesus the 
Christ. 

 
 

Joshua Alexander Wallaker 
Son of Christopher & Kimberly (Parkhurst) 

Wallaker 

Welcome to Our New Parishioners 
All are welcome in this place. 

Aaron & Laurel Kosel 
 

Jeffrey & Mary Sankiewicz 
Zachary, Kassie, Madelyn, Dylan, Kyle 

 
Kate Westfall 

 
Nicholas Allain & Rebecca Glasser Allain 

Reagan 
 

Kandie Waggoner 
 

Charles & Amy Otto 
Nicholas & Nya 

We are one body, one body in Christ, and we do not stand alone. 
 

I loved all those 
people, that they 
were mine and I 
theirs, that we 

could not be alien 
to one another 
even though we 

were total 
strangers.   

Thomas Merton 
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Dear St. Joseph Parish. . . 
January 6, 2020 
Thank you for the gift of $4,721 from 
December.  As a result of your support, 
our staff and volunteers are able to con-

tinue regular programming such as bringing food to 
family tables, aiding in applications for health insur-
ance, connecting families with food benefits, provid-
ing holiday support, for our clients, and preventing 
the devastating impacts of homelessness due to tem-
porary job loss, illness, or other unexpected family 
issues.  We appreciate your generous support.  

Sheri Montoye 
Faith in Action, Director 

January 28, 2020 
Thank you for your gift to the Roman Catholic Arch-
diocese of Nassua Foundation, Inc. in the amount of 
$4,900 intended for Hurricane Dorian Relief.   Your 
gift will go a long way to assist in providing for the 
needs of those displaced by the hurricane.   

Sincerely yours,  
Most Reverend Patrick C. Pinder, S.T.D.  
President Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

       Nassau Foundation, Inc.  

January 24, 2020 
Peace Neighborhood Center is grateful for your recent 
gift of $1,610.  Your generous donation will help Peace 
continue its mission to offer crucial programs and ser-
vices to area families.  Specifically, these funds will be 
used toward our Emergency Assistance program that 
helps families to avoid eviction and remain in their 
homes.  

Sincerely,  
Bonnie Billups, Executive Director 
Peace Neighborhood Center 

February 28, 2020 
Once again, thank you for your generosity.  
Because of your support we are able to con-
tinue to serve those in the community with 
the greatest struggles.  We are grateful for 

your recent gifts of $810 and $3,326 for the annual 
appeal and the food pantry.  

Sincerely,  
Peg Bravo, RN, BSN, MA 
President and CEO 

February 6, 2020 
We wish to express our appreciation and gratitude to you 
the prayers, well wishes, Christmas cards and children’s 
crafts sent to our mother, Lorraine Roulo.  Thank you to 
all who volunteered and contributed food dishes for her 
funeral.  She loved and treasured being part of the St. 
Joseph Parish family.  May God bless you. 

The family of Lorraine Roulo 

February 12, 2020 
Thank you for the leftover food donations for 
your many functions at St. Joseph.  The resi-
dents of St. Louis Center are always pleased to 

be the recipients of these goods.  On behalf of all the resi-
dents and staff, we extend our most heartfelt thanks.   

Fr. Enzo Addari, Sdc    Christina Ferris  
Administrator      Development Director 

February 13, 2020  
Thank you so much for your donation of $805 for the general fund at the St. Luke N.E.W. Life Center!  
We are so, so grateful for your support and generosity.  We believe that your donation is direct answer 
to prayer and we are very grateful.  Thank you! Thank you!  
A couple of weeks ago, we had a young woman come in with sunglasses, hoodie, and very badly 
bruised.  She was seeking help for her three young children.  Her brother brought her to us.  She had 

been beaten unconscious by the father of her three children.  When she woke up, her eye was bleeding and paining 
her.  She was treated for her bruises at the hospital, but her eye was damaged beyond repair.  This beating was all 
done in the presence of her three young children.   
We helped her with food, clothing, toys, books, personal items, and a listening, compassionate ear. She was so grateful 
for the assistance.  She had never been to us before, but a friend told her to come and seek help at the center – “the 
sisters will help you’ she was told.  Indeed, we did help her and are trying to advocate for all women who find them-
selves in abusive relationships.  
Your donation helped us help this desperate woman and her three children.  Thank you for helping us live the cor-
poral works of mercy here in Flint.  

Gratefully,  
Sr. Carol Weber 
Executive Director 

March 20, 2020 
Thank you for the gift of $1,215 from Febru-
ary 20.  As a result of your support, our staff 
and volunteers are able to continue regular 

support for area families in need.  We hope you will stay 
up to date with “Faith in Action Chelsea/Dexter” new by 
visiting our website at faithinaction1.org for the most up-
dated notices.  Thank  you again for your generous support 
through this contribution.  

Sheri Montoye 
Director, Faith in Action 
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